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Find hidden cash in common places Re v wor

! b aO a friend introduced me to the
world of discount shopping. With the $120 T was about to plunk
down for a blouse at a department store, I ended up buying two
blouses, a pair of jeans and a pair of very cool sunglasses at an
outlet. I can still feel the joy.

Since then, I've made it my m
Whether it’s a coupon tucked away on page C32 of the newspaper, a
special offer from.a membership group or a promotionakcode lurking on
some obscure web site, if it means not paying retail, I'm there. Lok in
these everyday hiding places for simple ways to save big.

on to find hidden savings everywhere.
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Around the Block

Hiding Place: Your neighborhood
FIND IT: Team up with friends and neighbors who need
the same services you do and negotiate deep discounts.
Ann Higgins of Tinton Falls, New Jersey, formed a small
group of neighbors who successfully negotiated 25
percent off driveway resurfacing because the jobs were
in close proximity and were booked on consecutive days.
Many service providers will reduce their prices if
you bring them several jobs that can be done at roughly
the same time, says Shel Horowitz, operator of
FrugalFun.com and author of the e-book The Penny-
Pinching Hedonist. Piggybacking jobs is more profitable
for the service provider, who is then more willing to
negotiate on price, he says.
FIND MORE: Whether you're taking turns babysitting or
organizing a book exchange, trading with friends,
neighbors or even coworkers can be a great way to save,
says Deana Ricks, cofounder of the Frugal Family
Network (wwuw.frugalfamilynetwork.con) and coauthor of
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Cheap Talk with the Frugal Friends. You can also save big—
up to 30 percent—by teaming up with a few neighbors to
buy groceries in bulk and divvying up your purchases.

More than a Tax Break

Hiding Place: Your local government

FIND IT: It took only a phone call and an application for
Theresa Ayers to receive more than $14,000 in grants to
make repairs on her Asbury Park, New Jersey, residence.
Many local governments at the municipal and county
levels offer a wide range of discounts and services to
their residents, according to Jacqueline Byers, research
director of the National Association of Counties
(www.naco.org). “We're the invisible government,” she
explains. “People seldom think of us as a place to go for
free or low-cost services.”

Some areas offer incentives in the form of grants,
low-interest loans or tax credits to rehab your home.
Theresa’s eligibility was based on her household
income. “As long as I had been living in the house

Please turn to page 98
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HIDE-AND-SEEK SAVINGS
Continued

for seven years, the repairs were
free to me,” she says.

FIND MORE: The wide array of ser-
vices and benefits your local
government offers may include free
health care and immunization
services, subsidized child care, free
or discounted access to golf courses,
swimming pools and other sports
facilities, discounts to local
attractions, even free classes and
events. Check the government’s
web site, sign up for program
newsletters, or contact the county or
municipal clerk to request infor-
mation about benefits for area
residents. Ask for specific
departments related to your needs
(health, housing, recreation), and
contact them directly.

WEB
SAVINGS

Use the Internet to help you
find even more savings. Here
are some great places to look:
Jump on Deals
(www.jumpondeals.com)
hosts a great collection of
online coupons, discounts
and deals. Find coupon codes
and information on sales.
Froogle (www.froogle.com), a
service of the popular Google
search engine, directs you to
the places where you can
comparison shop for
whatever you plan to buy.
Freesavers

(www. freesavers.com) has a
collection of products and
services—from merchandise
to gifts and music—that
won't cost you a penny.

Cool Savings
(www.coolsavings.com) lets
you print coupons for
everything from groceries to
dining. Bar codes on the
coupons let you use them at
your favorite stores.
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To Market,
To Market

Hiding Place:

Your supermarket

FIND IT: Don't scour your local
supermarket circular. For the best
savings, says Jonni McCoy, author of
Miserly Moms and founder of
MiserlyMoms.com, plan your meals

around what’s on

the front and back t = read o

pages. “Those are Ip

really deep prices

loss leaders, the
I've joined every

that they use to get
people in the store,”
she explains. “If you
make those two
pages, which are
often meat and
produce, the base of
what you're going

credit union offers
(the Christmas club,
vacation club,

to eat all week, | toeach account.
you'll save about 30 Cheri Hayes
percent.” Crawfordsville, IN

Coupons may

extra-savings plan my

summer savings club),
and | make automatic

deposits every month

not always offer the best savings,
adds McCoy. Because they're
usually issued for pricey brand
names and convenience foods, you
may be better off buying store
brands or whatever’s on sale.

FIND MORE: If you take grocery
store prices at face value, you may be
missing out on savings, adds Ricks.
“You can wheel and deal in the
grocery store with the department
managers,” she says. “Ask the
produce manager for a discount on
the slightly bruised bananas. Tell the
deli guy you'll take the ends of the
salami if he slices the price. Ask the
dairy manager for half-price on the
yogurt that's near its sell-by date.”

Rx for Your
Checkbook

Hiding Place: Your pharmacy
FIND IT: You might think assistance
programs are just for older or low-
income patients, but that’s not

Please turn to page 100







